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ABUSED FOR BEING GAY?

In June 2006, Alexander Ruppert, a gay man, alleges he was
abused by CPD officers who were escorting him from a bar
following a disturbance. Alexander Ruppert says the officers
drove him a short distance away from the bar, then pulled him
out of the car by his hair and began to physically and verbally
abuse him, making offensive comments about his sexual
orientation. According to his testimony, the police officers
punched and kicked him, and wrote false reports to cover their
abuse. Alexander Ruppert was taken to hospital following the
altercation and received 16 stitches to his left eye and
treatment for other injuries, including a fractured nose.

Alexander Ruppert alleges that while in police custody, he was
given no water, food and pain medication for two days, and
claims that the only water he had to drink was the water from
the toilet in his cell.

A lawsuit has been filed against the CPD, and police are
investigating the incident.

Chicago is a city known for its progressive stance on lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) rights. Amnesty
International is calling on the Mayor of Chicago to ensure that
the case is thoroughly and impartially investigated and to hold
to account any police officer found responsible for misconduct.
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Start your letter Dear Mayor Daley

Mayor of Chicago

Office of the Mayor

City Hall

121 N. Lasalle, room 507
Chicago, IL 60602

USA
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®  to do all within his power to ensure a

5 into allegations that Alexander
Ruppert, a gay man, was ill-treated while in the custody of
CPD officers because of his sexual orientation

®  to ensure that the results of the police investigation
are made 6  and that any officer found responsible for
misconduct is held 6

®  totake to improve the accountability
of police in Chicago

®  remind him that as the mayor of Chicago, an
international city known for its progressive stance on LGBT
rights and a finalist for the 2016 Olympics, it is important

that he sends a to the people of Chicago
and the international community that 6
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Stonewalled - still demanding respect: Police abuse and
misconduct against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
people in the USA
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